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Democratic Party, in the United States, one of the two major political parties, the 

other being the Republican Party. 

 
Democratic Party pin, date unknown.Americana/Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. 

The Democratic Party has changed significantly during its more than two centuries of 

existence. During the 19th century ( the 1800s) the party supported or tolerated 

slavery, and it opposed civil rights reforms after the American Civil War in order to 

retain the support of Southern voters. By the mid-20th century ( 1950s) it had 

undergone a dramatic ideological realignment and reinvented itself as a party 

supporting organized labour, the civil rights of minorities, and progressive reform.  

 

Since Pres. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal of the 1930s, the party has also tended 

to favour greater government intervention in the economy and to 

oppose government intervention in the private noneconomic affairs of citizens.  

 

The logo of the Democratic Party, the donkey, was popularized by cartoonist Thomas 

Nast in the 1870s; though widely used, it has never been officially adopted by the 

party. 

 
political cartoon: donkey“A Live Jackass Kicking a Dead Lion,” illustration by Thomas Nast for Harper's Weekly, 

1870, in which the donkey represents the Copperheads and the lion symbolizes former secretary of war Edwin M. 

Stanton. The cartoon helped establish the donkey as the logo of the Democratic Party.Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. 

History 

The Democratic Party is the oldest political party in the United States and among the 

oldest political parties in the world. It traces its roots to 1792, when followers 

of Thomas Jefferson adopted the name Republican to emphasize their antimonarchical 

views. The Republican Party, also known as the Jeffersonian Republicans, 

advocated a decentralized government with limited powers. Another faction to 
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emerge in the early years of the republic, the Federalist Party, led by Alexander 

Hamilton, favoured a strong central government. Jefferson’s faction developed 

from the group of Anti-Federalists who had agitated in favour of the addition of a Bill 

of Rights to the Constitution of the United States.  

 

The Federalists called Jefferson’s faction the Democratic-Republican Party in an 

attempt to identify it with the disorder spawned by the “radical democrats” of 

the French Revolution of 1789. After the Federalist John Adams was elected 

president in 1796, the Republican Party served as the country’s first opposition party, 

and in 1798 the Republicans adopted the derisive “Democratic-Republican” label as 

their official name. 

 

In 1800 Adams was defeated by Jefferson, whose victory ushered in a period of 

prolonged Democratic-Republican dominance. Jefferson won reelection easily in 

1804, and Democratic-Republicans James Madison (1808 and 1812) and James 

Monroe (1816 and 1820) were also subsequently elected.  

 

The Monroe Doctrine   (  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monroe_Doctrine ) 

 

By 1820 the Federalist Party had faded from national politics, leaving the Democratic-

Republicans as the country’s sole major party and allowing Monroe to run unopposed 

in that year’s presidential election. 

During the 1820s new states entered the union, voting laws were relaxed, and several 

states passed legislation that provided for the direct election of presidential electors by 

voters (electors had previously been appointed by state legislatures). These changes 

split the Democratic-Republicans into factions, each of which nominated its own 

candidate in the presidential election of 1824.  

 

The party’s congressional caucus nominated William H. Crawford of Georgia, 

but Andrew Jackson and John Quincy Adams, the leaders of the party’s two largest 

factions, also sought the presidency; Henry Clay, the speaker of the House of 

Representatives, was nominated by the Kentucky and Tennessee legislatures. Jackson 

won the most popular and electoral votes, but no candidate received the necessary 

majority in the electoral college. When the election went to the House of 

Representatives (as stipulated in the Constitution), Clay—who had finished fourth and 

was thus eliminated from consideration—threw his support to Adams, who won the 

House vote and subsequently appointed Clay secretary of state. 

 
Clay, HenryHenry Clay, mezzotint by H.S. Sadd, after a painting by J.W. Dodge, 1843.Library of Congress/Washington, 

D.C. (Digital file no. LC-DIG-pga-03227) 
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Despite Adams’s victory, differences between the Adams and the Jackson factions 

persisted.  

 

Adams’s supporters, representing Eastern interests, called themselves the National 

Republicans. Jackson, whose strength lay in the South and West, referred to his 

followers simply as Democrats (or as Jacksonian Democrats). Jackson defeated 

Adams in the 1828 presidential election. In 1832 in Baltimore, Maryland, at one of the 

country’s first national political conventions (the first convention had been held the 

previous year by the Anti-Masonic Movement), the Democrats nominated Jackson for 

president, drafted a party platform, and established a rule that required party 

presidential and vice presidential nominees to receive the votes of at least two-thirds 

of the national convention delegates. This rule, which was not repealed until 1936, 

effectively ceded veto power in the selection process to minority factions, and it often 

required conventions to hold dozens of ballots to determine a presidential nominee. 

(The party’s presidential candidate in 1924, John W. Davis, needed more than 100 

ballots to secure the nomination.) Jackson easily won reelection in 1832, but his 

various opponents—who derisively referred to him as “King Andrew”—joined with 

former National Republicans to form the Whig Party, named for the English political 

faction that had opposed absolute monarchy in the 17th century (see Whig and Tory). 

 
Andrew Jackson, oil on canvas by Asher B. Durand, 1800. Under Jackson, the Democratic Party held its first 

national convention in 1832.Bettmann/Corbis 

 

 

 

 

Slavery and the emergence of the bipartisan system 
 

From 1828 to 1856 the Democrats won all but two presidential elections 

(1840 and 1848). During the 1840s and ’50s, however, the Democratic Party, as it 

officially named itself in 1844, suffered serious internal strains over the issue of 

extending slavery to the Western territories. Southern Democrats, led by Jefferson 

Davis, wanted to allow slavery in all the territories, while Northern Democrats, led 

by Stephen A. Douglas, proposed that each territory should decide the question for 

itself through referendum. The [ SLAVERY ]  issue split the Democrats at their 1860 

presidential convention, where Southern Democrats nominated John C. 

Breckinridge and Northern Democrats nominated Douglas. The 1860 election also 

included John Bell, the nominee of the Constitutional Union Party, and Abraham 

Lincoln, the candidate of the newly established (1854) antislavery Republican 

Party (which was unrelated to Jefferson’s Republican Party of decades earlier).  
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With the Democrats hopelessly split, Lincoln was elected president with only about 

40 percent of the national vote; in contrast, Douglas and Breckinridge won 29 percent 

and 18 percent of the vote, respectively. 

 

The election of 1860 is regarded by most political observers as the first of the 

country’s three “critical” elections—contests that produced sharp yet enduring 

changes in party loyalties across the country. (Some scholars also identify the 1824 

election as a critical election.) It established the Democratic and Republican parties as 

the major parties in what was ostensibly a two-party system. In federal elections from 

the 1870s to the 1890s, the parties were in rough balance—except in the South, 

where the Democrats dominated because most whites blamed the Republican 

Party for both the American Civil War (1861–65) and the Reconstruction (1865–

77) that followed; the two parties controlled Congress for almost equal periods 

through the rest of the 19th century, though the Democratic Party held the presidency 

only during the two terms of Grover Cleveland (1885–89 and 1893–97). Repressive 

legislation and physical intimidation designed to prevent newly enfranchised African 

Americans from voting—despite passage of the Fifteenth Amendment—ensured that 

the South would remain staunchly Democratic for nearly a century (see black code).  

 

During Cleveland’s second term, however, the United States sank into an 

economic depression. The party at this time was basically conservative and agrarian-

oriented, opposing the interests of big business (especially protective tariffs) and 

favouring cheap-money policies, which were aimed at maintaining low interest rates. 

A difficult transition to progressivism 

In the country’s second critical election, in 1896, the Democrats split disastrously over 

the free-silver and Populist program of their presidential candidate, William Jennings 

Bryan.  

 

Bryan lost by a wide margin to Republican William McKinley, a conservative who 

supported high tariffs and money based only on gold. From 1896 to 1932 the 

Democrats held the presidency only during the two terms of Woodrow Wilson (1913–

21), and even Wilson’s presidency was considered somewhat of a fluke. Wilson won 

in 1912 because the Republican vote was divided between President William Howard 

Taft (the official party nominee) and former Republican president Theodore 

Roosevelt, the candidate of the new Bull Moose Party.  

 

Wilson championed various progressive economic reforms, including the breaking up 

of business monopolies and broader federal regulation of banking and industry. 

Although he led the United States into World War I to make the world “safe for 
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democracy,” Wilson’s brand of idealism and internationalism proved less attractive 

to voters during the spectacular prosperity of the 1920s than the Republicans’ frank 

embrace of big business. The Democrats lost decisively the presidential elections of 

1920, 1924, and 1928. 

 
Bryan, William Jennings: “Cross of Gold” speechWilliam Jennings Bryan's “Cross of Gold” speech, given at the 

Democratic National Convention, Chicago, July 8, 1896.Public Domain video 

The New Deal coalition 
The country’s third critical election, in 1932, took place in the wake of the stock 

market crash of 1929 and in the midst of the Great Depression. Led by Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, the Democrats not only regained the presidency but also replaced the 

Republicans as the majority party throughout the country—in the North as well 

as the South. Through his political skills and his sweeping New Deal social 

programs, such as social security and the statutory minimum wage, Roosevelt forged 

a broad coalition—including small farmers, Northern city dwellers, organized 

labour, European immigrants, liberals, intellectuals, and reformers—that enabled the 

Democratic Party to retain the presidency until 1952 and to control both houses of 

Congress for most of the period from the 1930s to the mid-1990s. Roosevelt was 

reelected in 1936, 1940, and 1944; he was the only president to be elected to more 

than two terms. Upon his death in 1945 he was succeeded by his vice president, Harry 

S. Truman, who was narrowly elected in 1948. 

 
Roosevelt, Franklin D.Button for a Franklin D. Roosevelt campaign for U.S. president; date unknown.Encyclopædia 

Britannica, Inc. 

The civil rights era 

Republican Dwight D. Eisenhower, the supreme Allied commander during World 

War II, won overwhelming victories against Democrat Adlai E. Stevenson in the 

presidential elections of 1952and 1956. The Democrats regained the White House in 

the election of 1960, when John F. Kennedy narrowly defeated Eisenhower’s vice 

president, Richard M. Nixon. The Democrats’ championing of civil rights and racial 

desegregation under Truman, Kennedy, and especially Lyndon B. Johnson—who 

secured passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965—

cost the party the traditional allegiance of many of its Southern supporters. Moreover, 

the pursuit of civil rights legislation dramatically split the party’s legislators along 

regional lines in the 1950s and ’60s, with Southern senators famously conducting a 

protracted filibuster in an ultimately futile attempt to block passage of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964. Although Johnson defeated Republican Barry M. Goldwater by a 

landslide in 1964, his national support waned because of bitter opposition to 

the Vietnam War, and he chose not to run for reelection. Following the assassination 

of Robert F. Kennedy in 1968, the party nominated Johnson’s vice president, Hubert 
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H. Humphrey, at a fractious convention in Chicago that was marred by violence 

outside the hall between police and protesters. Meanwhile, many Southern Democrats 

supported the candidacy of Alabama Governor George C. Wallace, an opponent of 

federally mandated racial integration. In the 1968 election Humphrey was soundly 

defeated by Nixon in the electoral college (among Southern states Humphrey carried 

only Texas), though he lost the popular vote by only a narrow margin. 

 

 

 
Kennedy, John F.: campaign buttonButton from John F. Kennedy's 1960 U.S. presidential 

campaign.Americana/Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. 

Kennedy, John F.: campaign buttonButton from John F. Kennedy's 1960 U.S. presidential campaign.Courtesy of 

Michael Levy 

U.S. presidential election of 1964: Democratic National ConventionTicket for the 1964 Democratic National 

Convention in Atlantic City, New Jersey.Courtesy of Michael Levy 

From Watergate to a new millennium 

From 1972 to 1988 the Democrats lost four of five presidential elections. In 1972 the 

party nominated antiwar candidate George S. McGovern, who lost to Nixon in one of 

the biggest landslides in U.S. electoral history. Two years later the Watergate 

scandal forced Nixon’s resignation, enabling Jimmy Carter, then the Democratic 

governor of Georgia, to defeat Gerald R. Ford, Nixon’s successor, in 1976. Although 

Carter orchestrated the Camp David Accords between Egypt and Israel, his presidency 

was plagued by a sluggish economy and by the crisis over the kidnapping and 

prolonged captivity of U.S. diplomats in Iran following the Islamic revolution there in 

1979. Carter was defeated in 1980 by conservative Republican Ronald W. Reagan, 

who was easily reelected in 1984 against Carter’s vice president, Walter F. Mondale. 

Mondale’s running mate, Geraldine A. Ferraro, was the first female candidate on a 

major-party ticket. Reagan’s vice president, George Bush, defeated Massachusetts 

Governor Michael S. Dukakis in 1988. Despite its losses in the presidential elections 

of the 1970s and ’80s, the Democratic Party continued to control both houses of 

Congress for most of the period (although the Republicans controlled the Senate from 

1981 to 1987). 

In 1992 Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton recaptured the White House for the 

Democrats by defeating Bush and third-party candidate Ross Perot. Clinton’s support 

of international trade agreements (e.g., the North American Free Trade Agreement) 

and his willingness to cut spending on social programs to reduce budget deficits 

alienated the left wing of his party and many traditional supporters in organized 

labour. In 1994 the Democrats lost control of both houses of Congress, in part because 

of public disenchantment with Clinton’s health care plan. During Clinton’s second 

term the country experienced a period of prosperity not seen since the 1920s, but a 

scandal involving Clinton’s relationship with a White House intern led to 
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his impeachment by the House of Representatives in 1998; he was acquitted by the 

Senate in 1999. Al Gore, Clinton’s vice president, easily won the Democratic 

presidential nomination in 2000. In the general election, Gore won 500,000 more 

popular votes than Republican George W. Bush but narrowly lost in the electoral 

college after the Supreme Court of the United States ordered a halt to the manual 

recounting of disputed ballots in Florida. The party’s nominee in 2004, John Kerry, 

was narrowly defeated by Bush in the popular and electoral vote. 

 
Clinton, Bill: campaign pinPin from Bill Clinton's 1996 presidential campaign.Americana/Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. 

Aided by the growing opposition to the Iraq War (2003–11), the Democrats regained 

control of the Senate and the House following the 2006 midterm elections. This 

marked the first time in some 12 years that the Democrats held a majority in both 

houses of Congress. In the general election of 2008 the party’s presidential 

nominee, Barack Obama, defeated Republican John McCain, thereby becoming the 

first African American to be elected president of the United States. The Democrats 

also increased their majority in the Senate and the House. The party scored another 

victory in mid-2009, when an eight-month legal battle over one of Minnesota’s Senate 

seats concluded with the election of Al Franken, a member of the state’s Democratic-

Farmer-Labor Party. With Franken in office, Democrats in the Senate (supported by 

the chamber’s two independents) would be able to exercise a filibuster-proof 60–40 

majority. In January 2010 the Democrats lost this filibuster-proof majority when the 

Democratic candidate lost the special election to fill the unexpired term of Ted 

Kennedy following his death. 

•  

•  

President-elect Barack Obama waving to the crowd at a massive election night rally in Chicago's Grant Park on 

Nov. 4, 2008. With him are (from left) his daughters, Sasha and Malia, and his wife, Michelle.Jae C. Hong/AP 

Memorabilia from Barack Obama's presidential campaign.Obama for America 

The Democrats’ dominance of Congress proved short-lived, as a swing of some 60 

seats (the largest since 1948) returned control of the House to the Republicans in the 

2010 midterm election. The Democrats held on to their majority in the Senate, though 

that majority also was dramatically reduced. Many of the Democrats who had come 

into office in the 2006 and 2010 elections were defeated, but so too were a number of 

longtime officeholders; incumbents felt the sting of an electorate that was anxious 

about the struggling economy and high unemployment. The election also was widely 

seen as a referendum on the policies of the Obama administration, which were 

vehemently opposed by a populist upsurge in and around the Republican Party known 

as the Tea Party movement. 

The Democratic Party fared better in the 2012 general election, with Obama defeating 

his Republican opponent, Mitt Romney. The 2012 election did not significantly 
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https://www.britannica.com/event/United-States-presidential-election-of-2004
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Kerry
https://www.britannica.com/event/Iraq-War
https://www.britannica.com/event/United-States-presidential-election-of-2008
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Barack-Obama
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-McCain
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Al-Franken
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ted-Kennedy-American-senator
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ted-Kennedy-American-senator
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Tea-Party-movement
https://www.britannica.com/event/United-States-Presidential-Election-of-2012
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mitt-Romney
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change the distribution of power between the two main parties in Congress. While the 

Democrats retained their majority in the Senate, they were unable to retake the House 

of Representatives. 

 
Clinton, Bill; Obama, Barack; Carter, JimmyDemocrats Pres. Barack Obama (centre) and former presidents Bill 

Clinton (left) and Jimmy Carter (right) conversing, 2013.Pete Souza/Official White House Photo 

In the 2016 presidential race, Democrats selected Hillary Clinton as their nominee, the 

first time a major party in the United States had a woman at the top of its presidential 

ticket. 

 
Clinton, HillaryHillary Clinton at a campaign rally, 2016.© Joseph Sohm/Shutterstock.com 

Policy And Structure 

Despite tracing its roots to Thomas Jefferson—who advocated a less-powerful, more-

decentralized federal government—the modern Democratic Party generally supports a 

strong federal government with powers to regulate business and industry in the public 

interest; federally financed social services and benefits for the poor, the unemployed, 

the aged, and other groups; and the protection of civil rights. Most Democrats also 

endorse a strong separation of church and state, and they generally oppose 

government regulation of the private, noneconomic lives of citizens. Regarding 

foreign policy, Democrats tend to prefer internationalism and multilateralism—i.e., 

the execution of foreign policy through international institutions such as the United 

Nations—over isolationism and unilateralism. However, because the party is highly 

decentralized (as is the Republican Party), it encompasses a wide variety of opinion 

on certain issues. Although most Democrats favour affirmative action and gun 

control, for example, some moderate and conservative Democrats oppose those 

policies or give them only qualified support. 

Both the Democratic Party and the Republican Party formulate their platforms 

quadrennially at national conventions, which are held to nominate the parties’ 

presidential candidates. The conventions take place in the summer of each presidential 

election year; by tradition, the incumbent party holds its convention second. The 

Democratic National Convention is typically attended by some 4,000 delegates, most 

of whom are selected during the preceding winter and spring. So-called 

“superdelegates,” which include members of the Democratic National Committee (the 

party’s formal governing body) as well as Democratic governors and members of 

Congress, also participate. 

Until the 1970s, few nationwide rules governed the selection of delegates to the 

Democratic National Convention. After the 1968 convention, during which Humphrey 

was able to secure the Democratic nomination without having won a single primary 

election or caucus, the party imposed strict rules requiring that states select delegates 

through primaries or caucuses and that delegates vote on the first ballot for the 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Hillary-Rodham-Clinton
https://www.britannica.com/topic/affirmative-action
https://www.britannica.com/topic/political-convention
https://www.britannica.com/topic/superdelegate
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candidate to whom they are pledged, thus eliminating the direct election of candidates 

by the conventions. More than 40 states now select delegates to the Democratic 

convention through primary elections. Virtually all Democratic primaries allocate 

delegates on a proportional basis, so that the proportion of delegates awarded to a 

candidate in a state is roughly the same as the proportion of the vote he receives in 

that state (provided that he receives at least 15 percent). In contrast, almost all 

Republican presidential primaries award all delegates to the candidate who receives 

the most votes. Thus, candidates running for the Democratic nomination tend to win 

at least some delegates in each primary, resulting generally in closer and longer 

nominating contests. Nevertheless, one candidate usually captures a majority of 

delegates before the summer nominating convention, leaving the convention simply to 

ratify the winner. 

In addition to confirming the party nominee and adopting the party platform, the 

national convention formally chooses a national committee to organize the next 

convention and to govern the party until the next convention is held. The Democratic 

National Committee (DNC) consists of about 400 party leaders representing all U.S. 

states and territories. Its chairman is typically named by the party’s presidential 

nominee and then formally elected by the committee. The DNC has little power, 

because it lacks direct authority over party members in Congress and even in the 

states. Democratic members of the House and the Senate organize themselves into 

party conferences that elect the party leaders of each chamber. In keeping with the 

decentralized nature of the party, each chamber also creates separate committees to 

raise and disburse funds for House and Senate election campaigns. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/primary-election
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Democratic-National-Committee
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Democratic-National-Committee
https://www.britannica.com/science/territory-ecology
https://www.britannica.com/topic/House-of-Representatives-United-States-government
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Senate-United-States-government
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/10/panama-canal-president-jp-morgan-tax-haven  

 

How a US president and JP Morgan 
made Panama: and turned it into a 
tax haven 
In 1903 the US bullied Colombia into giving up the province that became 

Panama. The plan was to create a nation to serve the interests of Wall Street 

 

This goes back a long way. The Panamanian state was originally created to 
function on behalf of the rich and self-seeking of this world – or rather their 
antecedents in America – when the 20th century was barely born. 

Panama was created by the United States for purely selfish commercial 
reasons, right on that historical hinge between the imminent demise of Britain 
as the great global empire, and the rise of the new American imperium. 

The writer Ken Silverstein put it with estimable simplicity in an article 
forVice magazine two years ago: “In 1903, the administration of Theodore 
Roosevelt created the country after bullying Colombia into handing over what 
was then the province of Panama. Roosevelt acted at the behest of various 
banking groups, among them JP Morgan & Co, which was appointed as the 
country’s ‘fiscal agent’ in charge of managing $10m in aid that the US had 
rushed down to the new nation.” 

The reason, of course, was to gain access to, and control of, the canal across 
the Panamanian isthmus that would open in 1914 to connect the world’s two 
great oceans, and the commerce that sailed them. 

The Panamanian elite had learned early that their future lay more lucratively 
in accommodating the far-off rich than in being part of South America. 
Annuities paid by the Panama Railroad Company sent more into the 
Colombian exchequer than Panama ever got back from Bogotá, and it is likely 
that the province would have seceded anyway – had not a treaty been signed 
in September 1902 for the Americans to construct a canal under terms that, as 
the country’s leading historian in English, David Bushnell, writes, “accurately 
reflected the weak bargaining position of the Colombian negotiator”. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/10/panama-canal-president-jp-morgan-tax-haven
https://www.theguardian.com/world/panama
http://www.vice.com/read/evil-llc-0000524-v21n12
http://www.vice.com/read/evil-llc-0000524-v21n12
http://www.ucpress.edu/book.php?isbn=9780520082892
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Colombia was, at the time, riven by what it calls the “thousand-day war” 
between its Liberal and Historical Conservative parties. Panama was one of 
the battlefields for the war’s later stages. 

The canal treaty was closely followed by the “Panamanian revolution”, which 
was led by a French promoter of the canal and backed by what Bushnell calls 
“the evident complicity of the United States” – and was aided by the fact that 
the terms of the canal treaty forbade Colombian troops from landing to 
suppress it, lest they disturb the free transit of goods. 

The Roosevelt/JP Morgan connection in the setting-up of the new state was a 
direct one. The Americans’ paperwork was done by a Republican party lawyer 
close to the administration, William Cromwell, who acted as legal counsel for 
JP Morgan. 

JP Morgan led the American banks in gradually turning Panama into a 
financial centre – and a haven for tax evasion and money laundering – as well 
as a passage for shipping, with which these practices were at first entwined 
when Panama began to register foreign ships to carry fuel for the Standard Oil 
company in order for the corporation to avoid US tax liabilities. 

On the slipstream of Standard Oil’s wheeze, Panama began to develop its 
labyrinthine system of tax-free incorporation – especially with regard to the 
shipping registry – with help and guidance from Wall Street, just as the US 
and Europe plunged into the Great Depression. The register, for example, 
welcomed US passenger ships happy to serve alcohol during prohibition. 

Photo -  President Roosevelt sits in an American steam-shovel at Culebra Cut, 
on the Panama Canal in 1906. Photograph: Alamy 

In his seminal book on offshore jurisdictions, Treasure Islands, Nicholas 
Shaxson cites a letter from US treasury secretary Henry Morgenthau 
protesting to Theodore Roosevelt’s very different namesake, Franklin D 
Roosevelt, about “conditions so serious that immediate action is called for”. 
He complains about tax evaders resorting to “all sorts of devices” in places 
where “taxes are low and corporation laws lax”, citing Panama and the 
Bahamas. 

Shaxson’s book then traces America’s shedding of any reluctance to hide 
money: “While this offshore expansion accelerated, the erosion of America 
from the inside gathered pace.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2011/jan/22/treasure-islands-tax-havens-shaxson-review
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So, by the 1970s, when the US government had tightened its tax evasion 
loopholes, Panama went into the kind of full service we saw last week. Banking 
deposits soared, from small beginnings in 1970 to $50bn in 1980, according to 
the Tax Justice Network. And that was just the beginning, the small change. 

At the same time, two treaties were signed in 1977: one that gave the US 
military carte blanche to defend the canal, another agreeing to hand the 
waterway to Panamanian sovereignty in 1999. 

In 1983, however, the system backfired slightly: General Manuel Noriega took 
power. For years, he had been a beneficiary of, and functionary for, the CIA, 
but he came to realise that Panama’s wealth was even better suited to an 
alliance with the Medellín narco-trafficking cartel of Pablo Escobar. In 1989, 
therefore, the US returned militarily, as it had eight decades previously, and – 
as Silverstein puts it – “returned to power the old banking elites, heirs of the 
JP Morgan legacy”. 

Recollections from the period in a book called The Infiltrator by Robert 
Mazur, who worked his way into Escobar’s cartel to successfully prosecute the 
BCCI bank that handled much of his money, are remarkable. Discussing the 
haven with BCCI official Amjad Awan, Awan tells Mazur: “Well, put it this 
way. In Panama, we have no qualms about doing anything because the laws of 
the land allow us to do it. Anyone can walk in and deposit $10m in cash – fine. 
We take it. That’s the business we’re in.” 

Awan names major American banks that still dominate Wall Street, adding: 
“We do it in probably a smaller way, but every bank does it.” 

Although “Panama is one of the world’s sleaziest tax havens, it is just part of a 
bigger global system”, says Shaxson. “The United Kingdom runs a global 
network of overseas territories and crown dependencies that includes some of 
the world’s biggest tax havens.” 

John Christensen, director of the Tax Justice Network, says: “It’s important to 
recognise that offshore law firms like Mossack Fonseca do not operate in 
isolation; they rely on intermediaries, often other law firms or banks, to pass 
on clients and to provide support for the sophisticated cross-border 
structures.” 

History has its way of coming ironically around, and it certainly has in the 
early 21st century on two counts, echoing Panama’s genesis. 

http://www.taxjustice.net/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/apr/03/us-bank-mexico-drug-gangs
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/apr/03/us-bank-mexico-drug-gangs
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One is that the man who became president of Standard Oil back in those early 
days of tax dodging – William Stamps Farish II – had a grandson, William 
Farish III, who became a crucial aide and lieutenant to the Bush dynasty; he 
was “almost like family”, said Barbara Bush, and became her son George W 
Bush’s ambassador to London. (JP Morgan has meanwhile hired a string of 
illustrious ambassadors and consultants of late, few more prestigious than 
Bush’s closest ally, Tony Blair.) 

Then there’s this: among the factors that made it so easy for the 20th century’s 
new imperium to browbeat Colombia into ceding the Panama canal was the 
fact that had Panama not got the canal, Nicaragua would have stepped up. 
Now, a century later, Nicaragua is about to get one too, paid for and controlled 
by the power that would fain step into America’s imperial boots – China. 
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What fueled the 1966 west Dayton riots ? 

 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-part-shooting-
sparked-1966-dayton-riots/3jKIHlMSeAQwMbAZqh2kQM/  

Editor’s note: This is part of a special project looking back at what fueled the 1966 
west Dayton riots and exploring how far we have come in addressing those issues, and 
how much farther we need to go. Click here for the entire project: "Lasting 
Scars: The 1966 west Dayton riot." 

*** 

Lester Mitchell was sweeping the sidewalk in front of his apartment at 1020 West Fifth 
Street after 3 a.m. on Sept. 1, 1966, when the shotgun blast tore through his face. 

“All I saw was the red (of the car), and the barrel of the gun,” neighbor Tommy Campbell 
told the Dayton Daily News later that day. “All I could tell was they were white men. 
Somebody said Les had been shot.” 

In a city where housing segregation crammed 60,000 black residents into what many 
perceived as a ghetto with neglected schools and discriminatory city services, the 
senseless killing was more than a spark. It was a volcanic eruption. 

Before the day was over, looting, arrests, riots and the armed response of National 
Guardsmen would put Dayton in the national spotlight as the latest American city roiling 
in the grip of spontaneous rage. 

“Police responded to the scene, and it was chaos,” said Dan Baker, a (NOW) retired 
Dayton police officer who worked the west-side beat with one year under his belt as a 
rookie cop in September 1966. “Many people had been drinking and they were pouring 
out of bars and the joints and they were very, very upset about what had just happened. 

>>> Photo gallery: Dayton race riots in the 1960s 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-part-shooting-sparked-1966-dayton-riots/3jKIHlMSeAQwMbAZqh2kQM/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-part-shooting-sparked-1966-dayton-riots/3jKIHlMSeAQwMbAZqh2kQM/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/data/special-projects/lasting-scars/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/data/special-projects/lasting-scars/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/gallery/news/dayton-1960s-race-riots/gCcty/
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“Rocks and bottles started being thrown, the crime scene was disrupted, and it began to 
get completely out of control and spread down Hawthorn Street, Williams Street and 
Fourth Street, people making their way down to West Third Street.” 

At about 10:30 a.m., Dayton Mayor Dave Hall’s voice quivered as he spoke into a 
bullhorn from a police car parked on West Third, surrounded by twisted mannequins 
and shattered glass. 

He (Mayor Dave Hall) announced that “… the National Guard was on its way. …” 

“(These actions) resulted in disturbance of the peace, which assumed the proportions of 
a riot and mob violence,” he declared, the burglar alarm from a looted pawn shop (was) 
wailing in the background. Police, in plastic helmets, armed with shotguns stood an 
uneasy guard. 

“I have called upon the military forces ordered here by the governor of Ohio at my 
request to accomplish the restoration of order.” 

Still segregated 

A sort of order was restored that day, but 50 years later many wonder whether the 
cultural divide that separated east from west, black from white and rich from poor is 
fundamentally different today. 

The Dayton metropolitan area is the 14th most-segregated large metropolitan area in 
the nation, according to a Brookings Institute analysis of U.S. Census data. The Great 
Miami River (still) represents a cultural divide. 

The region’s lowest-performing schools are on the west side and overwhelmingly black. 
(This is) more than a decade after Dayton became the last Ohio city released from a 
federal de-segregation order. Montgomery County’s poorest census tract is in west 
Dayton and is 99 percent black, while the county’s wealthiest neighborhood in Oakwood 
is 98 percent white. 

It’s a story repeating itself — literally — over the decades. 

>>> Read part of the May 1966 story by Dave Allbaugh 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/from-ddn-archive-negro-view-of-dayton-progress-but/nsNyq/
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Just four months before the September 1966 riot, Daily News reporter Dave Allbaugh 
spoke to two dozen people identified as “black leaders” and found west Dayton seething 
under the surface. 

“Just don’t let the temperature get above 95 degrees,” civic leader Lloyd Lewis Jr. was 
quoted as saying in a May 1966 story. 

Activists and community leaders interviewed by Allbaugh identified four major issues: 
education, joblessness, housing and city services. 

‘Path of resurgence’ 

“It’s still a mess,” said former Dayton NAACP president Jessie Gooding in a recent 
interview in his Jefferson Twp. home. 

Gooding spent part of the 1966 riots trying to direct traffic and telling the city to “… stop 
sending buses down Fifth Street because they were being pelted by rocks. …” 

He and other current black activists and community leaders said the west side still bears 
the scars of the riots — many businesses left or never reopened — and the issues that 
boiled over five decades ago are similar to those voiced today. 

Asked to identify the major issues facing west Dayton, Gooding said: “Still jobs. Lack of 
education, drugs. There’s a lack of business opportunities on the west side.” 

Today’s leaders hope the west side is on the cusp of another kind of uprising: a 
renaissance. 

“We see a really great turnaround coming for this community,” said Yvette Kelly-Fields, 
executive director of the Wesley Community Center, which was founded 50 years ago 
in response to the riots. 

“Having grown up in this community I have to say “… it reminds me of so many other 
cities where you just have those moments of decline, and resurgence,” Kelly-Fields 
said. “And I really feel like we’re on that path of resurgence.” 

Parts of west Dayton have seen success, though it has acutely suffered the same body 
blows as the entire Midwest: Urban sprawl emptied the city core, drugs have spurred 
crime, and closure of manufacturing plants led to fewer jobs and lower wages. 

http://wesleycenterdayton.org/
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Twelve years ago, renowned Dayton artist Bing Davis joined an effort to revitalize the 
struggling West Third Street business district roughly a quarter mile from the Peace 
Bridge, where thousands of marchers converge every year to honor the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

“I could have afforded to live any place I wanted to live, and I chose to retire from 
academia and move my studio,” Davis said. “I took it out of my home and put it in the 
heart of this neighborhood, to be a part of this revitalization.” 

‘They’re rotten’ 

Fifty years ago, Davis — then an art teacher at Colonel White High School — was 
one of many young black professionals and athletes crowded into the hot office of C.J. 
McLin Jr., a funeral director and Democratic organizer who that year would be elected 
to his first term in the Ohio House of Representatives. 

“(He) swore us in under the title of ‘White Hats,’ and gave us a card with our name on it 
and this white hat and encouraged us to go into the community to help to quell the 
disturbances to keep the calm,” said Davis in an interview in his studio. 

Davis’ studio is roughly two blocks from where Mitchell was killed 50 years ago, 
sparking the riots. 

Gooding’s 2013 memoir “Freedom and Justice For All” lists 75 businesses that filled the 
business district between Germantown Street and West Third. There were theaters 
such as The Classic and Regal; Ben’s Hotel and Lou Max Hotel; barber shops; dinner 
clubs; restaurants such as Frank James’ Chili Place and Ken’s; bars; Harvey’s Clothing 
Store; Turner’s Hat Stop; furniture stores and many more. 

>>> Read the Sept. 1, 1966 Dayton Daily News coverage of the riot 

Gooding remembers that the angry mob attacked buses with white occupants, and a 
40-year-old truck driver from Eaton suffered a broken jaw when a brick was thrown 
through his window as he drove through town. 

Many tried to stem the violence. W. Sumpter McIntosh held an angry group at bay while 
McLin and others went downtown and met with the city manager and police chief to get 
concessions to appease the mob. A major demand was that a pair of police officers 
known to west side residents as Batman and Robin be taken off their beat. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/from-ddn-archive-riot-or-peace-matter-of-minutes/nsNyp/
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“They’re rotten,” one resident said. “They think they own the west side.” 

The city manager ( ????? ) and police chief (???????? ) agreed to this and to release 
several of the first people arrested for rioting. But the bargain (ultimately) had little effect 
as Dayton police retreated from the violence as it spread. 

‘Rage and destruction’ 

McLin, who died in 1988 - while still a state representative, returned to west Dayton in 
dismay. 

“It was hard for me to believe,” he told the Daily News as looting raged around him. 
Black kids smashed windows and stole clothing, lamps and other merchandise. 

“Pantorium Cleaners, next door to McIntosh’s (Ohio Freedom Movement) headquarters, 
was cleaned out,” the newspaper reported. “Next door Harvey’s Fashions was cleaned 
out in like manner. Across the street the display window of the Famous Clothing Store 
was shattered, and clothing stolen. Several mannequins lay on the sidewalk in front.” 

Baker recalls how police, ( in a rush to arm officers and disarm rioters), “borrowed” all of 
the shotguns from nearby pawn shops. 

“There was a lot of glass breakage, a lot of rocks thrown, a lot of fires attempted set and 
a lot of thievery underway,” he said in a recent interview standing on the corner of Third 
Street and Broadway. 

“Looters were going through a jewelry store that used to sit across from here. There 
was a bar here called the Golden Lantern that was “ran-sacked”, and the liquor stolen. 
There was a pharmacy down the street that was cleaned out. People tried to get into the 
loan companies and any other business that had anything of value. 

“And sometimes it was just rage and destruction, people upset about what had just 
happened, and all the festering that had been going on for years about the conditions in 
the west side simply exploded.” 

>>> Go here to read “Lasting Scars, Part 2: Fifty years later, Dayton remains 
segregated” 

Hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-2-fifty-years-later-dayton-rema/nsNyn/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-2-fifty-years-later-dayton-rema/nsNyn/


Page 19 of 47  

 INDEX:  The Democratic Party-Britannica (page 1)   
RACE RIOTS – Dayton, Ohio 1966 Part 1 Page 14, Part 2 Page 19 , Part 3 Page 25, Part 4 Page  31 

 

Lasting Scars, Part 2: Fifty 
years later, Dayton remains 
segregated 
LOCAL 

  

By Josh Sweigart - Staff Writer 

   ... 

Posted: 9:57 a.m. Tuesday, August 30, 2016 

 

Editor’s note: This is part of a special project looking back at what fueled the 1966 

west Dayton riots and exploring how far we have come in addressing those issues, and 

how much farther we need to go. Go here to read “Lasting Scars, Part 1: Shooting 

sparked 1966 Dayton riots." Click here for the entire project: "Lasting Scars: The 

1966 west Dayton riot." 

*** 

The call from Dayton Mayor Dave Hall went out shortly after 10 a.m. on Sept. 1, 

1966: Please send the National Guard. 

Gov. James Rhodes was contacted at the Ohio State Fair and approved the 

deployment by phone. 

Dayton was in the grips of race riots, sparked only hours before by the senseless 

shotgun killing of a black man who was sweeping his porch. Witnesses described the 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/local
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/staff/josh-sweigart/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-part-fifty-years-later-dayton-remains-segregated/n43hseF7clMWsXtdVODYMM/#comments
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-1-shooting-sparked-1966-dayton-/nsNyg/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-1-shooting-sparked-1966-dayton-/nsNyg/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/data/special-projects/lasting-scars/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/data/special-projects/lasting-scars/
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shooter or shooters as one or more white men. The incident struck a nerve left raw by 

segregation and racial tension. 

Hall read the riot act on West Third Street — looting and wailing sirens surrounding 

him — at around 10:30 a.m. and was immediately confronted in the street by W. 

Sumpter McIntosh, whose shirt sleeves were rolled up, shirt open at the neck. 

“This is the city’s fault,” McIntosh said within earshot of reporters. “You can blame the 

mayor and the chief of police.” 

Hall snapped back: “We did what you asked. We did all we could.” 

A Journal Herald reporter wrote that rioters moved in clusters, attacking stores and 

passing vehicles. “As white motorists drove past, the shout was, ‘Kill! Kill! Kill!’ ” the 

reporter wrote. 

>>> Read the Sept. 1, 1966 Dayton Daily News coverage of the riot 

At 12:40 p.m. the order went out to close west-side bars and carryouts. 

Roughly 1,000 National Guardsmen under the command of Ohio Adj. Gen. Erwin 

Hostetler were assembled from Blanchester, Covington, Eaton, Middletown and Xenia. 

They arrived around 3 p.m. 

“I remember them coming in because I was sitting on the porch and they were riding 

down Lakeview in the military vehicles,” said Bishop Marshall Gilmore, who at the time 

was pastor of Phillips Temple. 

Guardsmen in Jeeps mounted with .50-caliber machine guns patrolled the area. But by 

then, calm was beginning to take root. Gen. Hostetler toured the city in an unmarked 

police car without incident, noting only shattered and looted storefronts. 

There were numerous injuries and more than 500 arrests. City services were briefly 

suspended. Trains were re-routed. One estimate put the cost of public safety alone at 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/from-ddn-archive-riot-or-peace-matter-of-minutes/nsNyp/
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$20,000 a day, or nearly $150,000 in today’s dollars. Police estimated property damage 

at about $250,000, or nearly $1.9 million today. 

>>> Photo gallery: Dayton race riots in the 1960s 

It wasn’t the city’s first race riot. Officers used tear gas and water hoses to put down 

a 1955 uprising during which rioters chanted the name of Emmett Till, a 14-year-old boy 

who was lynched in Mississippi. His killers were acquitted. 

It wouldn’t be the last, either. Crowds became violent in 1967 after a speech by H Rap 

Brown, a civil rights activist known for advocating violence. That same year a white 

Dayton police officer shot and killed a black man after allegedly mistaking a tobacco 

pipe in his waistband for a gun, and then planted a pistol on the victim. Riots again. And 

again after the killing of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968. 

But the September 1966 riots were the largest and made national news, adding Dayton 

to the list of cities where racial strife had become impossible to ignore. 

Similar issues 

Prominent black leaders predicted the riots in a May 1966 Daily News series titled: West 

Side ’66, Seething under the Surface. 

Dayton’s restaurants, theaters and hotels had only started phasing out racial bans in the 

1950s. By the 1960s, there were still few black faces working in banks or government 

offices — Dayton’s 380-man police force included only 14 blacks. Bank credit was 

nearly impossible to get (obtain) and red-lining limited where blacks could live. 

>>> Read part of the May 1966 story by Dave Allbaugh 

There was some integration and progress. Dayton elected Don Crawford as its first 

black city commissioner in 1961. Dayton had elected Welby Broaddus, the son of a 

slave, as the first black board of education member in 1952. Residents remember 

white neighborhoods in west Dayton and black neighborhoods in east Dayton. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/gallery/news/dayton-1960s-race-riots/gCcty/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/from-ddn-archive-negro-view-of-dayton-progress-but/nsNyq/
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But there was a sense that progress was too slow. 

“People expected a lot more than has happened,” John Harwood, principal of Wogaman 

School on Germantown Pike, told the Daily News in 1966. “The civil rights law (of 1964) 

and other measures said things would be different … These people have been denied 

all of these years and they are impatient now.” 

The Daily News article identified four major complaints: 

• Education — The belief that west-side schools were more crowded and not 

equipped like all-white schools. 

• Joblessness — Black unemployment was more than twice that of whites. 

• Housing — Blacks were denied home loans through “red-lining,” essentially dictating 

where they could live. 

• City services — A sense that the west side came last to city leaders. 

  

>>> Area official explains the history and legacy of redlining. 

Fifty years later, west-side leaders and prominent blacks identify many of the same 

issues, the specifics slightly altered: 

• Education — West Dayton schools are still overwhelmingly black, have some of the 

worst educational outcomes in the state and have a hard time luring substitutes and 

experienced teachers. 

• Joblessness — General Motors and other manufacturing jobs have left west Dayton. 

The black unemployment rate remains twice that of whites. 

• Housing — West-side housing stock has some of the lowest value in the region. 

Residents complain that rented and unoccupied homes are falling into disrepair, 

and west Dayton residents still have a harder time getting loans than people in other 

parts of the city. 

• City services — While city leaders have launched programs focused on west side 

revitalization, private-sector dollars haven’t followed as in other regions. 

  

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-of-race-based-redlining/nsNyj/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-of-race-based-redlining/nsNyj/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-of-race-based-redlining/nsNyj/
http://www.springfieldnewssun.com/news/news/local/well-off-blacks-denied-loans-more-than-low-incom-1/nNBwY/
http://www.springfieldnewssun.com/news/news/local/well-off-blacks-denied-loans-more-than-low-incom-1/nNBwY/
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Violent crime wasn’t identified as a major issue 50 years ago, but it is today. A map of 

area homicides this year — on track to be one of the deadliest in the past 15 years — 

shows the vast majority are west of the Great Miami River. 

Dayton Police Chief Richard Biehl said different parts of the city face unique 

challenges. There are twice as many drug overdoses in east Dayton, he said, and more 

gun crime in west Dayton. 

“To the extent that crime problems aggregate or concentrate in certain areas, then 

police strategies need to adapt to that reality and approach it in a way that’s going to be 

effective,” said Biehl, who was assistant police chief in Cincinnati during race riots in 

2001 sparked by the shooting of a black teen. He has made improving police-

community relations a priority. 

‘Another revolution’ 

Recent years have also been marked by riots in some American cities after black 

citizens have been shot by police. The Dayton region had one such incident in 2014 

when Beavercreek police killed John Crawford as he strolled through a Wal-Mart 

holding an air rifle. 

The incident led to some protests and the Black Lives Matter movement has held 

marches and other events in the area after similar killings. But the response locally has 

been peaceful. 

“I do think our police department is interested in community policing and how to build 

those relationships, but I also feel like we’re just one incident away, so if the wrong thing 

happens there is that opportunity for (unrest),” said Catherine Crosby, director of the 

Dayton Human Relations Council, which was founded in 1963 to enforce the city’s 

anti-discrimination ordinance. 

>>> Map: Segregation in Dayton, Montgomery County today 

The council in 2011 officially expanded its scope to include improving relationships 

between police and community after a young black man, Kylen English, died after 

escaping police custody and jumping off the Salem Avenue Bridge. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/crime-law/dayton-homicide-rate-rising/nsHL8/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/crime-law/dayton-homicide-rate-rising/nsHL8/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/crime-law/cops-in-walmart-shooting-may-be-deposed-before-doj/nsFR4/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/crime-law/cops-in-walmart-shooting-may-be-deposed-before-doj/nsFR4/
map:%20Segregation%20in%20Dayton,%20Montgomery%20County%20today
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After C.J. McLin Jr. died, he was replaced in the Ohio General Assembly by his 

daughter, Rhine McLin, who would go on to serve as mayor of Dayton from 2002 to 

2010 and currently is vice chairwoman of the Ohio Democratic Party. 

“West Dayton today is worse off than west Dayton 50 years ago before the riots,” she 

said in a recent interview. “Those areas were punished for rioting.” 

She lives on the west side and called it a “desert” devoid of jobs or businesses, still 

working to overcome damage done by segregation. 

“I see another revolution coming,” she said. “And I don’t say it’s going to be a 

violent revolution, but you have so many oppressed people in the city of Dayton — and 

I’m talking east and west Dayton — who are trying to make it, and I don’t feel anyone is 

hearing their voices.” 

>>> Go here to read “Lasting Scars, Part 3: Once ‘vibrant,’ west side in economic 

distress” 

Staff writer Jeremy Kelley contributed to this report. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://ballotpedia.org/Rhine_L._McLin
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-3-once-vibrant-west-side-in-eco/nsNyh/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-3-once-vibrant-west-side-in-eco/nsNyh/
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Lasting Scars, Part 3: Once 
‘vibrant,’ west side in 
economic distress 
By Josh Sweigart - Staff Writer 

Posted: 9:55 a.m. Tuesday, August 30, 2016 

 

Editor’s note: This is part of a special project looking back at what fueled the 1966 

west Dayton riots and exploring how far we have come in addressing those issues, and 

how much farther we need to go. Go here to read “Lasting Scars, Part 1: Shooting 

sparked 1966 Dayton riots." Click here for the entire project: "Lasting Scars: The 

1966 west Dayton riot." 

*** 

There is no historical marker noting the crime scene where Lester Mitchell was fatally 

shot on Sept. 1, 1966 by what witnesses described as a white man in a passing car. 

The killing sparked one of the city’s worst race riots. 

West Fifth Street then was part of a bustling business district, the heart of a black 

community beset by decades of institutionalized segregation and yearning for equality in 

housing, jobs, education and city services. 

Today, many of those businesses have been boarded up or torn down. The region 

remains segregated, and many of the grievances have persisted for a half century. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/staff/josh-sweigart/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-1-shooting-sparked-1966-dayton-/nsNyg/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-1-shooting-sparked-1966-dayton-/nsNyg/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/data/special-projects/lasting-scars/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/data/special-projects/lasting-scars/
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The location of Mitchell’s homicide is on the edge of the rehabbed homes of Wright 

Dunbar Village. Pop Mason’s Flamingo Club, across the street from the shooting, 

was torn down long ago and new homes are for sale there. 

>>> Related: Who killed Lester Mitchell? 

Mitchell’s apartment and many of the businesses there were bulldozed and remain 

empty fields, some now home to small community gardens. 

General Motors retiree Paul Miller recently stood on the empty lot where men once 

worked in the Mercer Foundry, downtown Dayton visible over his shoulder. 

“They made steel, castings,” he said of Mercer, calling the area in the 1960s “vibrant.” 

“We didn’t used to go downtown for anything but to pay my water, electric and phone,” 

he said. 

Population plummets 

Former NAACP president Jessie Gooding Jr. wrote in his memoir published three years 

ago that the heyday of the west Dayton business community was from the 1930s to 

1960s. 

“What led to their demise? Contrary to popular belief, it was not only the riots, but the 

highway system first, in my opinion,” he wrote. “Before the riots, moves were being 

made by the city and the state to acquire land on the west side for the highway system. 

“After the riots, when many of the businesses were 

closed and white flight began in earnest, the promised 

economic boom to the west side did not happen and 

small black businesses were affected.” 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/mitchell-slaying-unsolved-but-detective-convinced-/nsNyr/
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An effort to desegregate Dayton schools (with busing) began in the 1970s, spurring 

many middle-class white residents to leave the city to the east and south. Black 

residents who had money were increasingly free to live where they wanted (to live) and 

they tended to move west - to areas such as Trotwood and Jefferson Twp. 

>>> Photo Gallery: Dayton race riots in the 1960s 

From the 1960 census to 2010, Dayton’s population has dropped from 262,332 to 

141,527. The flight was almost entirely white. While more than 130,000 white people left 

the city, the black population slightly increased. This led the percent of the city’s 

population that is black to increase from about 22 percent then to nearly 43 percent 

today. 

Dayton Public Schools in 2002 was the last school system in Ohio released from a 

federal desegregation order. In the 2014-15 school year, seven Dayton city schools 

were at least 90 percent black. Three schools are less than 20 percent black. 

An effort to diversify Dayton’s police department likewise has met limited success. In 

1966, there were 14 black police officers out of 380. The city was released from a U.S. 

Department of Justice order to recruit more minority officers in 2013 and currently 32 of 

the city’s 356 officers are black. 

>>> Map: Segregation in Dayton, Montgomery County today 

While Dayton’s population shrank, the sprawling region remained segregated. The 

Brookings Institute has for decades ranked Dayton as one of the nation’s most 

segregated large metropolitan areas, though the trend has improved. 

In 1990, Brookings determined that nearly 76.6 percent of the region’s black residents 

would need to move - in order to be - as equally distributed as whites. In 2010, that 

number was 66.4 percent, placing Dayton 14th in the nation among areas with a 

population of half a million or more. Cleveland, Cincinnati and Youngstown ranked 

worse in the 2010 census. 

GM departure ‘devastating’ 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/gallery/news/dayton-1960s-race-riots/gCcty/
map:%20Segregation%20in%20Dayton,%20Montgomery%20County%20today
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Ricky Poole, who now owns Natural Foods Plus on Philadelphia Drive, opened a 

popular nightclub called Spunky’s in 1980. It was located on Germantown Street on the 

border of Jefferson Twp. The now-razed shopping center held a grocery store and 

barbershop among other offerings. 

“There was an era we were beginning to become prosperous,” said Poole, ( who was at 

the University of Wisconsin on a track scholarship during the 1966 riots.) “There was 

change happening for the positive … not only in our community, but in every 

community.” 

The club opened with one doorman, but by 1995 he had 14 security guards on duty. 

Poole calls gangster rap “the most devastating cultural trend that has ever affected us 

as a people,” and remembers how crack cocaine ravaged the community. 

“What I began to experience - within the nightclub - was what society [at large] is 

experiencing today,” he said. 

He and others remember how crack cocaine was handled with a heavy hand by law 

enforcement, with addicts facing hard sentences. Compare that, they say, to how heroin 

addicts today — more likely to be white — are in line for treatment. 

“Because when it happens to the least of us, it’s not a 

national crisis. But when it happens to the affluent 

among us, it’s a national problem,” said Derrick Foward, 

current president of the Dayton NAACP. 

The biggest blow to west Dayton, however, came with the closure of GM plants and 

affiliated manufacturing. The Inland Plant and Delphi plants employed scores of west 

side residents with well-paying jobs. 

>>> VIDEO: Lasting Scars: West Dayton and the 1966 riots, a documentary video 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/public-affairs/lasting-scars-the-1966-west-dayton-riot-a-document/nsNSX/
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“Many of our customers around here worked for General Motors, or some subsidiary of 

General Motors, or NCR, Standard,” said Chris Shaw. Shaw is a “Dayton, Ohio “city 

commissioner”. He was standing in his family’s 106-year-old dry cleaning store on 

Germantown Street. 

Housing values plummeted. Homes behind the boarded-up storefronts across the street 

from Shaw’s business are appraised for tax purposes in the $30,000 range. Several 

hold [have] less [appraised] value than they did in 2000. 

Shaw said “…this has robbed GM retirees and their children of equity and has made it 

harder to relocate….” 

“When their [these] companies left the region [SW Ohio] it was devastating, for our 

business and for many of the businesses around here; And, now you see what the 

result of that it is.” he said. “It was just a comprehensive decline in the economy for us.” 

>>> Go here for “Lasting Scars, Part 4: ‘Good things on the horizon’ for west 

Dayton” 

 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-4-good-things-on-the-horizon-fo/nsNys/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-4-good-things-on-the-horizon-fo/nsNys/
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Part 4:   

Lasting Scars, Part 4: ‘Good 
things on the horizon’ for 
west Dayton 
  

By Josh Sweigart - Staff Writer 

   0 

Posted: 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, August 30, 2016 

Editor’s note: This is part of a special project looking back at what fueled the 1966 west Dayton 

riots and exploring how far we have come in addressing those issues, and how much farther we 

need to go. Go here to read “Lasting Scars, Part 1: Shooting sparked 1966 Dayton riots”. 

Click here for the entire project: “Lasting Scars: The 1966 west Dayton riot.” 

 “Boarded up … space for lease,” Dayton Unit NAACP President Derrick Foward read 

as his car drove past the once-thriving Consumer Square Shopping Center on Salem 

Avenue. “Is this all we’re good for on this side of town is Dollar General and Family 

Dollar? Is that all our money is good for?” 

Foward’s father worked for the Mercer Foundry, not far from where racial tensions 

boiled over in 1966 into one of the city’s worst riots, fueled by sentiment that west 

Dayton’s mostly black population was marginalized and ignored. 

He and others say problems in west Dayton persist. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/staff/josh-sweigart/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-part-good-things-the-horizon-for-west-dayton/TUaHYEa9yN4TTT507DJcCL/#comments
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-1-shooting-sparked-1966-dayton-/nsNyg/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/data/special-projects/lasting-scars/
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Foward’s definition of west Dayton today includes Jefferson Twp., Trotwood, and his 

Northern Hills neighborhood dotted with well-maintained brick homes and meticulously 

manicured lawns. 

But even there, Foward laments signs of decline in a largely black community. Wal-

Mart, Target, Bob Evans and numerous other shops, restaurants and grocery stores 

have shuttered and moved to places such as Clayton. In their place, discount stores 

with the word “dollar” in their names have popped up. 

People with resources in the community go to Miller Lane to eat out, buy groceries in 

another city, shop for clothes at The Greene. 

“None of those tax dollars are staying inside the city,” Foward said. 

>>> Map: Segregation in Dayton, Montgomery County today 

Ronald Green, 77, who lives in a farm-abutting ranch home with a high-walled courtyard 

in Jefferson Twp., said investment in the community lagged starting with the aftermath 

of the riots. He believes drug money confiscated in west Dayton should be reinvested in 

the community it has harmed. 

As Foward drove back into Dayton, his voice rose and frustration grew. 

“This is James H. McGee Boulevard, named after the first black mayor of the city of 

Dayton. Where’s the development?” 

After picking up a rack of ribs from Huffie’s BBQ on McArthur Avenue — which opened 

in 1965 — Foward returned to the empty footprint of the Mercer Foundry, Dayton’s 

skyline visible in the background. 

“It’s about leadership,” he said. “The same way the leaders (of Butler Twp.) went to 

market and negotiated with developers to build up Miller Lane, we could have done the 

same thing on Gettysburg,” he said. “It takes leadership. It takes commitment. It takes 

belief in your community.” 

map:%20Segregation%20in%20Dayton,%20Montgomery%20County%20today
https://www.facebook.com/HuffiesBbq/
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Shaw’s Cleaners did brisk business on a recent Friday afternoon, though Chris Shaw 

said most of their business these days comes from commercial contracts. His family 

decided to stay invested in the community. 

Shaw, who began his first term on the [Dayton] city commission in January, said leaders 

steered $783 million to west Dayton over the past decade and several promising 

investments are on the horizon: 

• The former Delphi Home Avenue plant is looking forward to a new life. 

The National Aviation Heritage Alliance is negotiating to purchase the property, which was 

the site of the Wright brothers’ first factory.  

The National Park Service has announced plans to make part of the property a park.  

And the Dayton Metro Library is spending $10 million consolidating two smaller libraries at 

the site. 

• Dayton received $10 million — and may get another $28 million — to make the DeSoto 

Bass and Hilltop public housing neighborhoods more economically diverse. 

• And city and county leaders recently announced progress in a plan to bring a grocery store 

back to west Dayton. 

 “There’s some good things on the horizon and we have to make sure we have a good, 

frank discussion with our community members to see what they want,” Shaw said. “I 

know that people don’t think we’re moving fast enough. We’re not. But we’re moving as 

fast as we can with limited resources.” 

>>> Read part of the May 1966 story identifying concerns in west Dayton 

Shaw agreed that the four issues raised in 1966 persist — housing, jobs, education and 

investment — but said, “Many of the four issues you have here are inter-related. We 

have to have a comprehensive approach to solving these problems.” 

‘Bright’ future in schools 

The old Delphi plant abuts the Westwood neighborhood, which is among the region’s 

poorest and was targeted by Dayton police, county juvenile courts and Wright State 

University for a program to address rampant juvenile crime. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/business/aviation-alliance-seeks-wright-factory/nsLrz/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/local/funding-to-support-new-vision-for-west-dayton/nrnsd/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/local/funding-to-support-new-vision-for-west-dayton/nrnsd/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/local/west-dayton-closer-to-getting-grocery-store/nsCDB/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/local/west-dayton-closer-to-getting-grocery-store/nsCDB/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/from-ddn-archive-negro-view-of-dayton-progress-but/nsNyq/
http://projects.daytondailynews.com/reports/springtime-in-westwood/
http://projects.daytondailynews.com/reports/springtime-in-westwood/
http://projects.daytondailynews.com/reports/springtime-in-westwood/
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The first step in that project involved painting a mural on the side of the Wesley 

Center, which was built 50 years ago in the wake of the 1966 riots. The new mural, 

designed by Dayton artist James Pate and painted by members of the community, 

depicts a community rebuilding itself. 

“We have a lot of wonderful initiatives going on in this neighborhood,” said Brittini Long, 

community engagement coordinator for Montgomery County Juvenile Courts, listing 

Project Safe Neighborhood, Rebuilding Together Dayton, CityWide and more. 

“Wonderful initiatives (are) going on behind closed doors, but sometimes young people 

need something tangible, something they can touch, something they can see, 

something they can own and say ‘I’m proud of my community and there are people that 

care about this neighborhood.’ That’s really the message we wanted to send.” 

>>> Related: Springtime in Westwood 

A few blocks away, principal Akisha Shehee and others rushed through empty halls 

preparing for the first day of school at Westwood Elementary. The school this year 

serves PreK through grade 6, whereas in previous years it went through grade 8. It is 

the second-lowest performing school in Dayton. 

School officials and community members do complain that the region’s best teachers 

and substitutes don’t want to work in west Dayton, but Shehee said, “I train them to be 

the best, train them to have high expectations of themselves and their students.” 

“The challenges that our students currently face would be home support. Families are 

struggling to find resources, health resources, jobs, homes,” she said. “That affects our 

children.” 

Shehee said the public hears little about successes such as competitive scholarships 

earned by graduating Dayton high school seniors, decreases in behavioral issues and 

attempts to improve the school’s culture. 

She is particularly excited about the city’s and school district’s hope to help fund 

preschool for all 4-year-olds in the city, which she said students desperately need but 

http://projects.daytondailynews.com/reports/springtime-in-westwood/
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many parents can’t afford. The $4.3 million expansion is contingent upon an income tax 

increase going to voters in November. 

‘The sun rises’ 

Last month, at West Third and Williams streets ( in the heart of the area affected by 

the riots,) James Nunez opened the Texas Beef and Cattle Company. The co-op 

specializes in Texas-style mesquite-smoked meats and is considered by many to boast 

the best potato salad in Dayton. 

“I came and looked at the space and found it’s really attractive,” Nunez said, sitting in 

the restaurant’s sun-lit dining area. “It’s a historic district, it’s visually appealing and I 

thought it would be a good fit for us.” 

Across the street, camera-toting tourists ambled in and out of the Wright-Dunbar 

Interpretive Center, part of a complex of national museums commemorating Paul 

Laurence Dunbar’s and the Wright brothers’ time living and working in west Dayton. 

Bing Davis, a few doors down, worked on his art, known for its social consciousness 

and African symbolism. 

On West Fifth Street, a diverse stream of people came and went looking at the new 

homes being erected with garages facing the unmarked spot where Mitchell was fatally 

shot 50 years ago. 

The next day, on Sept. 2, 1966, the city began to rebuild from the riots, and take stock. 

“The end of our first day of trouble was so much better than that in so many cities that 

there must be further reasons,” wrote Dayton Journal Herald editor Glenn Thompson in 

a piece praising the response of city leaders and the strength of the black community 

that stood “for what is right and have participated for so long in making our community 

what it is.” 

“Now, the sun rises on another day.” 

http://www.dayton.com/news/places/restaurant/new-texas-bbq-restaurant-opens-today/nrmnP/
https://www.nps.gov/daav/planyourvisit/visitorcenters.htm
https://www.nps.gov/daav/planyourvisit/visitorcenters.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Laurence_Dunbar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Laurence_Dunbar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bing_Davis
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>>> Go here for “Mitchell slaying unsolved, but detective convinced he talked to 

killer” 

 

 

 

 

About the Author 

  JOSH SWEIGART       

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/mitchell-slaying-unsolved-but-detective-convinced-/nsNyr/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/mitchell-slaying-unsolved-but-detective-convinced-/nsNyr/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/staff/josh-sweigart/
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http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-race-
based-redlining/SID35gjyuwblkQtjLeKkbK/   

 

Lasting Scars: The legacy of 
race-based redlining 
  

By Josh Sweigart - Staff Writer 

   ... 

Posted: 9:56 a.m. Tuesday, August 30, 2016 

 

In 1937, the Home Owners’ Loan Corporation rated a Dayton neighborhood just 

northwest of the confluence of Wolf Creek and the Great Miami River as extremely 

risky for loans. Agency officials wrote that it had good transportation and schools but 

listed “detrimental influences.” 

“Older section of city, negroes moving in,” they wrote. 

A map of Dayton was created to help banks figure out what areas were more or less 

desirable for lending, taking into account factors including “infiltration” of blacks and 

foreign-born immigrants. The lowest-rated areas were outlined in red. The same was 

done in 239 cities across the U.S., and the term “redlining” was born. 

The effects of this now-illegal practice are still felt today, according to Jim McCarthy, 

president and CEO of the Miami Valley Fair Housing Center. He answered three 

questions about red-lining: 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-race-based-redlining/SID35gjyuwblkQtjLeKkbK/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-race-based-redlining/SID35gjyuwblkQtjLeKkbK/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/staff/josh-sweigart/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-race-based-redlining/SID35gjyuwblkQtjLeKkbK/#comments
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1. What is redlining? 

“Redlining is a practice by some lenders and/or insurers wherein an area either literally 

or figuratively has a red line drawn around it and the company then engages in an 

arbitrary practice of treating the people who live in the area differently. Treatment may 

be an outright denial of services, or provision of a more expensive, lesser quality 

service. 

“Historically redlining has been practiced based upon the racial composition of 

neighborhoods and assumptions made about the socio-economic status of residents 

within the redlined areas. This practice stems from the establishment of the Home 

Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC) in the 1930’s when color-coded maps were 

developed of cities in the U.S. that used racial criteria to categorize lending and 

insurance risks.” 

2. What are the current laws regarding redlining? 

“Redlining violates the Fair Housing Act of 1968, the Fair Housing Amendments Act of 

1988, and the the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977. The Fair Housing Act makes it 

illegal to discriminate in the terms, conditions, or privileges of a rental or sale of a 

dwelling because of race or national origin. The Fair Housing Act was applied to the 

provision of homeowner’s insurance, using a clause in the act that says it is unlawful to 

‘otherwise make unavailable or deny.’ Most homeowners cannot obtain a residential 

mortgage unless they can also secure homeowners insurance.” 

3. What is the residual effect of historical redlining? 

“The pernicious effects of historical redlining persist to this day. Residential mortgages 

in black or Hispanic neighborhoods are more difficult to obtain and are often costlier; 

small businesses in black neighborhoods or Hispanic neighborhoods receive fewer 

loans and the loans have lesser credit quality than small businesses in white 

neighborhoods. Even employment is affected since workers living in inner-city black 

communities have more difficulty finding jobs than their suburban counterparts.” 
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Josh Sweigart 

   mailto:josh.sweigart@coxinc.com 

Josh Sweigart investigates government waste, fraud and abuse as a member of the 

I-Team.  

 

His stories focus on government spending in southwest Ohio, as well as the 

statehouse and U.S. Capitol.  

 

Sweigart has won several awards for investigative reporting from the Associated 

Press Society of Ohio.  

 

He has worked for Cox Media Group since 2007.  

 

In addition to writing for the Dayton Daily News, Mr. Sweigart has covered Clark 

County government for the Springfield News-Sun and Butler County government 

for the Hamilton JournalNews and Middletown Journal.  

 

He also collaborates on I-Team stories with WHIO-TV.  

 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/staff/josh-sweigart/
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Sweigart is a graduate of Wright State University and Wayne High School in 

Huber Heights.   
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??? Duplicated ????? 

Lasting Scars, Part 2: Fifty 
years later, Dayton remains 
segregated 
LOCAL 

  

By Josh Sweigart - Staff Writer 

   ... 

Posted: 9:57 a.m. Tuesday, August 30, 2016 

Editor’s note: This is part of a special project looking back at what fueled the 1966 

west Dayton riots and exploring how far we have come in addressing those issues, and 

how much farther we need to go. Go here to read “Lasting Scars, Part 1: Shooting 

sparked 1966 Dayton riots." Click here for the entire project: "Lasting Scars: The 

1966 west Dayton riot." 

*** 

The call from Dayton Mayor Dave Hall went out shortly after 10 a.m. on Sept. 1, 1966: 

Please send the National Guard. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/local
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/staff/josh-sweigart/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/lasting-scars-part-fifty-years-later-dayton-remains-segregated/n43hseF7clMWsXtdVODYMM/#comments
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-1-shooting-sparked-1966-dayton-/nsNyg/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-1-shooting-sparked-1966-dayton-/nsNyg/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/data/special-projects/lasting-scars/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/data/special-projects/lasting-scars/
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Gov. James Rhodes was contacted at the Ohio State Fair and approved the 

deployment by phone. 

Dayton was in the grips of race riots, sparked only hours before by the senseless 

shotgun killing of a black man who was sweeping his porch. Witnesses described the 

shooter or shooters as one or more white men. The incident struck a nerve left raw by 

segregation and racial tension. 

Hall read the riot act on West Third Street — looting and wailing sirens surrounding him 

— at around 10:30 a.m. and was immediately confronted in the street by W. Sumpter 

McIntosh, whose shirt sleeves were rolled up, shirt open at the neck. 

“This is the city’s fault,” McIntosh said within earshot of reporters. “You can blame the 

mayor and the chief of police.” 

Hall snapped back: “We did what you asked. We did all we could.” 

A Journal Herald reporter wrote that rioters moved in clusters, attacking stores and 

passing vehicles. “As white motorists drove past, the shout was, ‘Kill! Kill! Kill!’ ” the 

reporter wrote. 

>>> Read the Sept. 1, 1966 Dayton Daily News coverage of the riot 

At 12:40 p.m. the order went out to close west-side bars and carryouts. 

Roughly 1,000 National Guardsmen under the command of Ohio Adj. Gen. Erwin 

Hostetler were assembled from Blanchester, Covington, Eaton, Middletown and Xenia. 

They arrived around 3 p.m. 

“I remember them coming in because I was sitting on the porch and they were riding 

down Lakeview in the military vehicles,” said Bishop Marshall Gilmore, who at the time 

was pastor of Phillips Temple. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/from-ddn-archive-riot-or-peace-matter-of-minutes/nsNyp/
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Guardsmen in Jeeps mounted with .50-caliber machine guns patrolled the area. But by 

then, calm was beginning to take root. Gen. Hostetler toured the city in an unmarked 

police car without incident, noting only shattered and looted storefronts. 

There were numerous injuries and more than 500 arrests. City services were briefly 

suspended. Trains were re-routed. One estimate put the cost of public safety alone at 

$20,000 a day, or nearly $150,000 in today’s dollars. Police estimated property damage 

at about $250,000, or nearly $1.9 million today. 

>>> Photo gallery: Dayton race riots in the 1960s 

It wasn’t the city’s first race riot. Officers used tear gas and water hoses to put down a 

1955 uprising during which rioters chanted the name of Emmett Till, a 14-year-old boy 

who was lynched in Mississippi. His killers were acquitted. 

It wouldn’t be the last, either. Crowds became violent in 1967 after a speech by H Rap 

Brown, a civil rights activist known for advocating violence. That same year a white 

Dayton police officer shot and killed a black man after allegedly mistaking a tobacco 

pipe in his waistband for a gun, and then planted a pistol on the victim. Riots again. And 

again after the killing of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968. 

But the September 1966 riots were the largest and made national news, adding Dayton 

to the list of cities where racial strife had become impossible to ignore. 

Similar issues 

Prominent black leaders predicted the riots in a May 1966 Daily News series titled: West 

Side ’66, Seething under the Surface. 

Dayton’s restaurants, theaters and hotels had only started phasing out racial bans in the 

1950s. By the 1960s, there were still few black faces working in banks or government 

offices — Dayton’s 380-man police force included only 14 blacks. Bank credit was 

nearly impossible to get and red-lining limited where blacks could live. 

>>> Read part of the May 1966 story by Dave Allbaugh 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/gallery/news/dayton-1960s-race-riots/gCcty/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/from-ddn-archive-negro-view-of-dayton-progress-but/nsNyq/
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There was some integration and progress. Dayton elected Don Crawford as its first 

black city commissioner in 1961. Dayton had elected Welby Broaddus, the son of a 

slave, as the first black board of education member in 1952. Residents remember white 

neighborhoods in west Dayton and black neighborhoods in east Dayton. 

But there was a sense that progress was too slow. 

“People expected a lot more than has happened,” John Harwood, principal of Wogaman 

School on Germantown Pike, told the Daily News in 1966. “The civil rights law (of 1964) 

and other measures said things would be different … These people have been denied 

all of these years and they are impatient now.” 

The Daily News article identified four major complaints: 

• Education — The belief that west-side schools were more crowded and not equipped like 

all-white schools. 

• Joblessness — Black unemployment was more than twice that of whites. 

• Housing — Blacks were denied home loans through “red-lining,” essentially dictating where 

they could live. 

• City services — A sense that the west side came last to city leaders. 

  

>>> Area official explains the history and legacy of redlining. 

Fifty years later, west-side leaders and prominent blacks identify many of the same 

issues, the specifics slightly altered: 

• Education — West Dayton schools are still overwhelmingly black, have some of the worst 

educational outcomes in the state and have a hard time luring substitutes and experienced 

teachers. 

• Joblessness — General Motors and other manufacturing jobs have left west Dayton. The 

black unemployment rate remains twice that of whites. 

• Housing — West-side housing stock has some of the lowest value in the region. Residents 

complain that rented and unoccupied homes are falling into disrepair, and west Dayton 

residents still have a harder time getting loans than people in other parts of the city. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-of-race-based-redlining/nsNyj/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-of-race-based-redlining/nsNyj/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-the-legacy-of-race-based-redlining/nsNyj/
http://www.springfieldnewssun.com/news/news/local/well-off-blacks-denied-loans-more-than-low-incom-1/nNBwY/
http://www.springfieldnewssun.com/news/news/local/well-off-blacks-denied-loans-more-than-low-incom-1/nNBwY/
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• City services — While city leaders have launched programs focused on west side 

revitalization, private-sector dollars haven’t followed as in other regions. 

  

Violent crime wasn’t identified as a major issue 50 years ago, but it is today. A map of 

area homicides this year — on track to be one of the deadliest in the past 15 years — 

shows the vast majority are west of the Great Miami River. 

Dayton Police Chief Richard Biehl said different parts of the city face unique challenges. 

There are twice as many drug overdoses in east Dayton, he said, and more gun crime 

in west Dayton. 

“To the extent that crime problems aggregate or concentrate in certain areas, then 

police strategies need to adapt to that reality and approach it in a way that’s going to be 

effective,” said Biehl, who was assistant police chief in Cincinnati during race riots in 

2001 sparked by the shooting of a black teen. He has made improving police-

community relations a priority. 

‘Another revolution’ 

Recent years have also been marked by riots in some American cities after black 

citizens have been shot by police. The Dayton region had one such incident in 2014 

when Beavercreek police killed John Crawford as he strolled through a Wal-Mart 

holding an air rifle. 

The incident led to some protests and the Black Lives Matter movement has held 

marches and other events in the area after similar killings. But the response locally has 

been peaceful. 

“I do think our police department is interested in community policing and how to build 

those relationships, but I also feel like we’re just one incident away, so if the wrong thing 

happens there is that opportunity for (unrest),” said Catherine Crosby, director of the 

Dayton Human Relations Council, which was founded in 1963 to enforce the city’s anti-

discrimination ordinance. 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/crime-law/dayton-homicide-rate-rising/nsHL8/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/crime-law/dayton-homicide-rate-rising/nsHL8/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/crime-law/cops-in-walmart-shooting-may-be-deposed-before-doj/nsFR4/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/crime-law/cops-in-walmart-shooting-may-be-deposed-before-doj/nsFR4/
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>>> Map: Segregation in Dayton, Montgomery County today 

The council in 2011 officially expanded its scope to include improving relationships 

between police and community after a young black man, Kylen English, died after 

escaping police custody and jumping off the Salem Avenue Bridge. 

After C.J. McLin Jr. died, he was replaced in the Ohio General Assembly by his 

daughter, Rhine McLin, who would go on to serve as mayor of Dayton from 2002 to 

2010 and currently is vice chairwoman of the Ohio Democratic Party. 

“West Dayton today is worse off than west Dayton 50 years ago before the riots,” she 

said in a recent interview. “Those areas were punished for rioting.” 

She lives on the west side and called it a “desert” devoid of jobs or businesses, still 

working to overcome damage done by segregation. 

“I see another revolution coming,” she said. “And I don’t say it’s going to be a violent 

revolution, but you have so many oppressed people in the city of Dayton — and I’m 

talking east and west Dayton — who are trying to make it, and I don’t feel anyone is 

hearing their voices.” 

>>> Go here to read “Lasting Scars, Part 3: Once ‘vibrant,’ west side in economic 

distress” 

Staff writer Jeremy Kelley contributed to this report. 

 

map:%20Segregation%20in%20Dayton,%20Montgomery%20County%20today
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-3-once-vibrant-west-side-in-eco/nsNyh/
http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/lasting-scars-part-3-once-vibrant-west-side-in-eco/nsNyh/
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